
Information on Marking Cables for IS (Intrinsically Safe Circuits)  

Extracted from IEC 60079-14 Ed 4

12.2.2.6 Marking of cables 
Cables containing intrinsically safe circuits shall be marked (except as 
below) to identify them as being a part of an intrinsically safe circuit. If 
sheaths or coverings are marked by a colour, the colour used for cables 
containing intrinsically safe circuits shall be light blue. Where intrinsically 
safe circuits have been identified by the use of light blue covered cable, 
then light blue covered cable shall not be used for other purposes in a 
manner or location which could lead to confusion or detract from the 
effectiveness of the identification of intrinsically safe circuits. 
If all intrinsically safe circuit cables or all cables of circuits which are not 
intrinsically safe are armoured, metal sheathed or screened, then marking 
of intrinsically safe circuit cables is not required. 
Alternative marking measures shall be taken inside measuring and control 
cabinets, switchgear, distribution equipment, etc. where there is a risk of 
confusion between cables of intrinsically safe and non-intrinsically safe 
circuits, in the presence of a blue neutral conductor. Such measures 
include:  
• combining the cores in a common light blue harness;  
• labelling;  
• clear arrangement and spatial separation.  
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